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WELCOME

It is my pleasure to welcome your child into Key Stage 4 at Crosshill 

School. We are committed to providing the best education for our 

students. We are passionate about providing them with meaningful 

learning experiences and outcomes, that promote their independent 

development and provide them with platforms to become successful 

adults within our community. 

We have high expectations of our 

students and offer a personalised 

and flexible curriculum which has an 

emphasis on academic outcomes, 

independence and providing them with 

the skills they need for a successful 

transition into adulthood. 

This document has been written to 

provide you with a clear overview of 

what this looks like in years 10 and 11.

 

It is designed to support you in 

answering any questions you may have 

about the curriculum and option pools 

we offer at Crosshill for this coming 

academic year.

All of us at Crosshill are constantly 

striving for outstanding. We hope you 

find this document useful and if you 

have any further questions please don’t 

hesitate to contact us. 

Ms Lidia Cattrell 
Headteacher
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FORMAL CURRICULUM

We ensure that all the students receive a broad and balance education 

in order to develop knowledge, understanding, skills and independence.

Subject
Sessions 
per week

English 5

Maths 5

Science 3

Humanities 2

Core PE 2

PSHE 1

PSD 1

ICT & Computing 1

Adulthood Prep 1

Option A 2

Option B 2

Careers and Post-16
All pupils will have support to prepare 

for life beyond Crosshill. This includes 

one-to-one appointments with ‘New 

Directions’ careers advisors, Post-16 

open evenings, and opportunities for 

visits, workshops and taster days at 

different post-16 establishments. 

Some pupils will take part in a weeks 

work placement where they can gain 

vital experience.
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CORE SUBJECTS

English
All pupils can achieve different levels of 

qualifications in English:

1. AQA units at Pre-Entry or Entry 1 

gaining credits in:

• Speaking and Listening 

• Reading 

• Writing

2. Edexcel Functional Skills English 
Entry Level 1, 2 or 3

3. Edexcel Entry Level 1, 2 or 3 as 

an additional award is available for 

some pupils

4. GCSE English for those pupils 

who are working at age related 

expectations

All these qualifications are based on 

assessments carried out throughout 

the year in class except for GCSEs 

which are exam based. They are all 

progressive and can be continued into 

post-16 education.

Maths
All pupils can achieve different levels of 

qualifications in Maths:

1. AQA units at Pre-Entry or Entry 1 
gaining credits in:

• Numbers

• Problem Solving

• Shape, Space and Measure

• Money & Time 

2. OCR Functional Skills Maths Entry 
Level 1, 2 or 3

3. Edexcel Entry Level 1, 2 or 3 as 

an additional award is available for 

some students

4. GCSE Maths or a Level 1 
qualification for those pupils 

who are working at age related 

expectations

All these qualifications are based on 

assessments carried out throughout 

the year in class except for GCSEs 

or Level 1 qualifications which are 

exam based. These qualifications are 

progressive and can be continued into 

post-16 education.
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ICT & Computing
Pupils work towards two qualifications:

1. Edexcel Functional Skills Entry 
Level 1, 2 or 3:

• Using ICT 

• Finding & selecting information

• Developing, presenting and 

communicating information

2. OCR Digital Employability Entry 
level 1, 2 or 3:
• Develop understanding of digital 

technologies

• Develop skills and proficiency in 

using digital devices

Home Cooking 
As part of life skills, pupils work towards 

a BTEC Level 1 Award in Home 
Cooking  Skills.  Pupils will gain the 

knowledge, skills and confidence to 

enjoy cooking meals at home. This 

course will cover:

• Following recipes

• Using kitchen equipment safely

• Preparing and cooking food

• Knowledge of sourcing food, 

nutrition and a healthy diet 

Some pupils will have the opportunity 

to gain a Level 1 in Basic Food Hygiene 
Qualification.

Personal, Social, 
Health & Economic 
Education
Pupils work towards an AQA 
qualification at Entry Level 1, 2, or 3. 

Pupils can gain an award or certificate 

at each of these levels depending on 

the number of units completed.

This course will cover some of the 

following units:

• Drugs education

• Sex and relationship education

• Personal finance 

• Emotional wellbeing

• Healthy lifestyles

• Making informed careers choices

• Applying for jobs and courses

• Relationships, behaviour and 

practises in the workplace

• Personal safety

• Being a critical consumer

• Introduction to diversity, prejudice 

and discrimination

Physical Education
All pupils take part in core PE.
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Independent Travel
Pupils have the opportunity to develop 

skills to travel in the community and 

prepare for their next stage of learning. 

The course is accredited through Open 

Awards.

Pupils with barriers that make 

independent travel difficult,  learn the 

skills and knowledge required for safe 

and independent travel on pedestrian 

routes and public transport, including:

• Crossing roads safely 

• Problem solving skills when 

travelling by public transport 

• Preparing for the weather

• Personal safety when travelling by 

public transport

• Using a mobile phone

Some pupils will have the opportunity 

to gain a basic First Aid Qualification.

Science
Pupils can achieve different levels of 

qualification in Science:

1. OCR Entry Level Qualification 
at Entry Level 1, 2 or 3 over two 

years. This qualification is based on 

assessments and a practical task. 

They will cover units within:

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Physics

2. Level 1 Qualification for 

pupils working at age related 

expectations. This is based on two 

years of coursework.

Humanities
This WJEC entry qualification 

broadens our pupils knowledge about 

the wider world. The course covers:

• History and Geography

• Religious Studies

• Humanities

• French
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KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS

Our option courses run for one academic year so that pupils gain a 

wide range of skills. Pupils can choose one option from Group A and 

one option from Group B.

Art
Pupils can achieve one of two 

different qualifications in Art:

1. Arts Award Bronze Level 1 
OR

2. WJEC Arts and Craft at Entry 
Level 2 or 3

Pupils will experience all types of 

creative styles including, printing, 

painting, sculpting and 3D modelling.

Health & Social Care
This Entry Level 3 or Level 1 course 

offers a taster qualification that 

focuses on the personal qualities 

and work skills that are required for a 

particular vocational sector.

OR

Duke of Edinburgh
Pupils will be challenging themselves 

to develop skills to achieve a Bronze 
Award by completing four tasks:

• Volunteering

• Team Building Activities

• Individual Skills

• Expeditions

Young Leaders Award
Pupils can develop their leadership and 

character skills and help overcome 

social barriers and gain confidence. 

The units covered are:

• Communication & Teamwork

• Conflict & Resolution

• Decision Making & Planning

OR

Group A Group B



CHOOSE YOUR SUBJECTS
Do
• Try to get a good balance
• Choose subjects you like and are good at
• Choose subjects that will help your future career plan, if you have one
• Think about the way you work and learn best
• Read about each subject in the options booklet
• Ask staff lots of questions

Don’t
• Choose subjects just because your friends do
• Choose subjects because you like the teacher - that may change!
• Wait for someone else to tell you what to do

Name: ..................................................................................................

Circle one subject from Group A:

Circle one subject from Group B:

Health & Social CareArt

Young LeadersDuke of Edinburgh

Crosshill
SCHOOL

OR

OR


